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 Welcome to THE BMS & ASMS 
BANDS 

 
We Believe: 

 

• Everyone should have the opportunity to participate in music. 
 

• Music is an integral part of a student’s development emotionally and intellectually. 
 

• Band and Instrumental Music develop self-discipline, positive work habits, and 

group skills necessary for success in life. 
 

• By achieving high quality standards in Band and Instrumental Music, high quality 

standards will transfer into all other areas of the students’ lives. 
 

• Band and Instrumental Music offer creative and aesthetic opportunities that 

provide for emotional development. 
 

• Students’ social skills, self esteem, and positive attitudes are developed through 

Band and Instrumental Music. 
 

• Music Classes afford an emotional and expressive release during the day. 
 

• Band and Instrumental Music teach students to strive for excellence – a major goal 

of education. 
 

• In order to achieve greatness, you have to WANT it. 
 

---------------------- Remember, ---------------------- 

    Everything you do in  

   BMS and ASMS Bands is important, 

   which in turn makes YOU important. 

   Excellence is attained through  

    this attitude and it is  

    this attitude that is the  

------- basis of the BMS and ASMS Band Programs. ------ 
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Introduction 

Welcome to the Brownell Middle School and Ascencion Solorsano Middle School Band Programs! Learning to play an                 
instrument can be a rewarding and enriching experience. The purpose of this syllabus is to provide a written policy                   
on the organization and operation of our beginning band program. It contains information of great importance for                 
both students and parents. Please take the time to read each page carefully, as a family, and then keep this in your                      
band binder for reference throughout the year. Band is a group activity that depends upon the collaborative work of                   
many individuals. The actions of one person will have an effect, either positive or negative, on the entire group.                   
For this reason, we have guidelines that everyone must follow so that each person may grow as an individual                   
musician and also make a positive contribution to the entire group. There are pages at the end of this handbook                    
that will need to be signed and returned to school by Monday, August 19th.  

Philosophy 

The study and performance of music is an opportunity that our young people of today truly need. It is not our goal as                       
teachers to make professional musicians of our students, but rather it is to enable them to fully enjoy the life-long                    
benefits of making music. Recent studies show that students who participate in music programs such as band                 
become the strongest students, academically speaking, in their schools. They also have higher acceptance rates into                
elite colleges and universities, as well as higher GPA, graduation, and college-completion rates. The skills learned in                 
our school band program — self-discipline, increased self-esteem, group cooperation, commitment, responsibility to             
self and to a group, and teamwork — will be reflected in a successful adult life. Knowing that great performances are                     
the fruits of a considerable investment in preparation, hard work, and lessons learned from failure, the opportunity                 
to enjoy a new level of communication and self-expression is the goal for every musician, young or old. Creativity is                    
within us all, and the language of music serves as the perfect vehicle for this journey in personal growth and in the                      
development of knowledge and skills. 

Directors 

The Brownell and Ascencion Solorsano Middle School Bands (along with the Christopher High School Bands) are 
under the direction of Mr. Adam Martinez and Mr. Zebulon M. Bellon. 

 
Adam Martinez, B.M.  
Mr. Martinez is a native of Gilroy and alumnus of San Jose State University, where he graduated with his Bachelor of 
Music Degree in Music Education.  Mr. Martinez serves as Head Director of Bands at both Brownell and Ascencion 
Solarsano Middle Schools.  In addition to his roles at BMS and ASMS, Mr. Martinez assists with the Christopher High 
School Band Program. 

 
Zebulon M. Bellon, M.M., D.M.A – ABD 
Mr. Bellon is a native of Nevada.  He received his Bachelor of Music Degree in Music Education from the University 
of Nevada and his Master of Music Degree in Music Education and Wind Conducting from Northwestern State 
University.  Mr. Bellon is currently a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Musical Arts in Wind Conducting at Texas 
Tech University.  Mr. Bellon serves as Head Director of Bands at Christopher High School.  In addition to his role at 
CHS, Mr. Bellon directs the 6th grade band at ASMS and assists with the overall programs at both BMS and ASMS. 
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Characteristics of a BMS/ASMS Band Member 

1. I am a valued and cherished member of this organization because of the unique qualities that only I 
possess. 

2. Each day I will choose to use my talents, abilities, and character qualities to help my own growth and to 
help the growth of my fellow classmates. 

3. In every moment I will choose to behave in a manner that is consistent with my character. 

4. In every situation I have the ability to choose my own response. My response will have a negative or 
positive effect on me and my fellow band members. 

5. I have the power to create my own environment by the choices I make in each moment. I am not a victim 
of anyone or anything. I do exactly what I choose to do—no more, no less, and own both the 
consequences and benefits of those choices.  

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
This handbook addresses the procedures, policies, and expectations for students in our grade level bands—Symphonic 

Band (7th and 8th grade) and Concert Band (6th Grade, some 7th Grade). Please read through this entire handbook, 
and take note of which policies affect which level, as there are differences between the levels (the context will tell 
you the differences).  

If you are new to band, we are pleased that you have chosen to start your musical journey by helping to establish a                       
tradition of excellence for the BMS and ASMS Band Programs. If you are a returning band student, welcome back! It                    
is important that everyone understands our expectations, so that we may work together to be the best musicians                  
possible. This handbook outlines the guidelines and expectations for making this year a rewarding and memorable                
experience.  

Music is a performing art. Performance and the preparation for performance are essential to the art. Membership in a                   
performing organization is a privilege. Each member of a performing organization has a responsibility to attend ALL                 
rehearsals and ALL performances of the group. All students are vital to the success of the ensemble as a whole, and                     
their presence is necessary to prepare for and execute a performance. Multiple unexcused absences from rehearsals                
and/or performances demonstrate a lack of dependability in accepting the responsibility of group membership.  

The director will communicate with students and parents in a variety of ways. It will often be email and verbal, but the                      
director will also send announcements to you in writing as far in advance of any obligation as possible. We carefully                    
constructed it so that major band events, such as concerts, do not fall on school-sponsored athletic events (game                  
days), district events, or major community events. Advanced Band will develop a schedule for section rehearsals that                 
will minimize or even eliminate conflicts with before and after-school athletic practices, choir rehearsals, as well as                 
game days and other school activities. The band directors and the school staff will work closely together to ensure                   
that students may fully participate in the school activities that they want to be a part. If and when conflicts arise,                     
please understand the necessity of informing us of them as soon as possible so that we have time to resolve or work                      
around them in a timely manner. In return, we pledge to you that we will do the same. What follows is a list of our                         
expectations in terms of rehearsals and performances.  
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EXPECTATIONS OF BAND STUDENTS 

● Students must attend ALL rehearsals and ALL performances of the group in which they are a member.                 
Failure to attend required rehearsals and/or performances is not acceptable unless there is an extreme               
emergency.  

● An unexcused absence is one that the director has no prior knowledge of and/or is based upon a reason that                    
is unacceptable to the director. An excused absence is one that the director has prior knowledge of and/or is                   
based upon an acceptable reason. Students in attendance during the school day are expected to attend to                 
their after-school responsibilities. If you leave school early due to illness, etc., on a day when you have                  
sectionals, it is your responsibility to inform the directors via email so that we will know how to count your                    
absence (excused).  

● All students are to conduct themselves properly at all times. Displays of temper, profanity, flagrant violation                
of rules, etc., will not be tolerated. Any behavior which is not conducive to good citizenship or which violates                   
the policies in the Gilroy Unified School District Information Handbook (found at www.gilroyunified.org) may              
result in suspension from participation in the extracurricular activities of the program or dismissal from the                
organization altogether. If necessary, additional measures may be taken through the school administration.  

● All members of our band program will put forth the effort and time necessary in practicing their instruments                  
in order to be successful. This time will be documented on weekly practice reports. See Grading Procedures                 
for more details. Your instrument goes home every day. There is no shortcut to success. As they say, “Slow                   
and steady wins the race.” 

● All members of performing organizations represent Gilroy Unified School District, and the community. As              
such, when traveling to other locations as part of the program, all students are expected to: 

1. Be on time  
2. Dress as directed (see Uniforms section) 
3. Avoid excessive noise on the bus and places we go 
4. Travel on the same bus for all segments of the trip 
5. Return equipment to its proper storage place upon returning to school 
6. Adhere to the policies in this handbook. 

 
BEHAVIOR, DISCIPLINE, AND CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 

Our band program has very few “rules.” They are as follows: 

1. Follow directions the first time they are given. 
2. Follow all learned procedures. 
3. Bring your instrument and all necessary materials to class every day. 
4. Respect yourself and your property, as well as others and their property. 
5. Non-band students are not allowed to be in the band room/stage at any time. 
6. For your safety, no food, drinks, or gum in the band room/stage. 

Students will be successful when they live within these expectations.  Whenever problems arise, they can almost always 
be traced back to not following a procedure.  We will follow the BMS and ASMS Discipline Plans. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 

The grading policy for the BMS/ASMS Bands will be as follows: 
Participation (40%): Includes bringing necessary materials to class daily 
Homework Grades (10%): Includes practice records 
Performance Grades (50%): Concerts and major playing exams  

 
Other Information Related to Grading Procedures: Students should expect to turn in a Practice Record every Friday (a 

homework grade) and have at least one major grade each week to week-and-a-half (playing test, etc.). The grading 
procedures for our practice reports will come home with the first practice record, and will be kept in students’ band 
binders as an addendum.  

Important Note: Playing tests and chair tests will occur often for students in all bands. If a playing test is missed for an 
unexcused reason, the student may make-up the grade (before or after school, at the director’s convenience), but 
the opportunity for chair placement is lost. You will be seated at the end of your section, regardless of the grade you 
receive on your make-up test, until the next chair test.  

SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENTS AND EQUIPMENT 

While we STRONGLY encourage students to purchase or rent their own instruments, and provide resources to assist with                  
this, there are a limited number of school instruments available to students on a first come, first-serve basis. Our                   
primary concern is that every student has the opportunity to experience band and we will do whatever it takes to                    
ensure that this happens.  

 
If using a school instrument, it is the responsibility of the student (and financial responsibility of the parent) to return the                     

instrument in the same condition in which it was issued. Report any damage or necessary repair immediately to the                   
band directors regardless of the cause, failure to properly care for school instruments will void the privilege of using                   
them. All equipment issued to your child is the property of Gilroy Unified School District and must be maintained in                    
good operating condition. Damages caused by neglect will be the responsibility of the student and their parents.                 
Fees assessed will be the actual replacement cost or costs of repair of the damaged equipment or instrument. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MATERIALS NEEDED IN CLASS 
All students in the BMS and ASMS Band Programs will need to be prepared for class every day (this is one of our                       

procedures listed earlier). This is done in several ways. First and foremost is to come to class having practiced your                    
part or assignment adequately so that you may make a noticeable and positive contribution to the entire ensemble                  
and to make individual playing improvement. Staying on top of your practice assignments in band will help you as an                    
individual and your band as a whole have a more meaningful experience this year. “Cramming” your part just                  
doesn’t work; have you ever heard of a farmer “cramming” his crops a few days before harvest?  
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Materials you will need every day: 

1. Positive attitude (not really “material,” but it’s really important!) 
2. Pencil with an eraser (regular pencils provided, but mechanical pencils are great, since they’re always sharp). 
3. All music, in your binder (method books, etc., sheet music with measures numbered, etc.). The binder is provided 

through the band program.  
4. Instrument (playing condition) as well as any needed accessories (valve oil, extra reeds, slide spray bottle, etc.). 
5. Percussionists will always have (and use) their own assigned sticks/mallets that they will keep in their personal stick 

bag (have a name tag on your stick bag and your name on all your sticks/mallets) 

DONATIONS & FUNDRAISING 

Band is expensive and having a basic budget allows us to repair equipment, purchase new equipment, buy music, and                   
provide experiences to our students (for example, bring in guest artists, clinicians, and instructors). We as that each                  
band student make a “Fair-Share” donation of $100 for their student’s participation in band. Checks should be                 
made payable to the “Brownell Middle School Band” or the Ascencion Solarsano Middle School Band.” These                
donations will be the student’s “fair share” of what is needed to support and improve the entire band program and                    
all students involved. While we hope that every family will contribute a donation, we understand that not all are                   
able to do so. All students are treated equally and student will NEVER be denied participation in band due to a lack                      
of contribution. 

 
Band fundraising projects will be held periodically. This is another way in which special band activities are paid for.                   

Encouraging your child to participate is appreciated by all band members. We will have bake sales and other                  
fundraisers to help with the costs of band program. 

 

PERFORMANCE ATTIRE 

Symphonic Band and Concert Band students of the BMS and ASMS band programs will have a concert polo. This polo                    
will be paired with solid black dress pants (NO jeans)/solid black knee-length skirt. Students must also include long                  
black socks with black dress shoes or close-toed dress shoes with dresses. These are the required uniforms for all                   
performances. Students should let the directors know immediately if they need assistance acquiring these items.               
Students in inappropriate attire will not be allowed to perform with the band, and will receive a grade of zero for                     
that performance. 

MEDICAL AND DENTAL APPOINTMENTS 

Please schedule dentist, doctor, and orthodontist office visits for times other than when you will be involved in rehearsal                   
(including band class and/or section rehearsal) or a performance. Because of the group dynamic involved in                
membership in band, all students need to attend all rehearsals and performances. When someone is missing, the                 
group is incomplete, and they miss out on working through complex passages, etc., and will be less able to                   
participate the next time they are in attendance. We do recognize, however, that there are situations where this is                   
impossible or unavoidable, such as an emergency.  
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Statement Regarding Braces/Orthodontia: Wind players: If there are plans (even if it is only a consideration) for                 
orthodontia (braces), please be mindful of the timing involved in getting them. Braces are a fact of life for many                    
students, and if you should get braces, you will continue to be successful with them after the first week or so of                      
getting them. It takes time to get used to them. For this reason, we only ask that you kindly consider not getting                      
them put on (or removed, for that matter) in close proximity to performances (in particular spring                
contests/festivals/assessments). Please inform us early of your intention to get braces (or get them taken off) so that                  
you have adequate time to adjust to your “new” mouth. There is never a “perfect” time to get braces put on or                      
taken off, but sometimes are worse than others. 
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Handbook Agreement & Student Information 
 
This form MUST be completed, signed and returned by Monday August 19th, 2019. 
 
By signing this document you, the student & parent, hereby understand and agree to ALL of the policies, terms,                   
conditions, requirements, procedures and other information contained within the Brownell and Ascencion Solorsano             
Middle School Band Programs Handbook. If you have any questions about the handbook or the program, please email                  
the directors (Mr. Martinez and/or Mr. Bellon) prior to sign in. 
 
 
 
Student’s Signature:____________________________________ Date:__________  
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature:_____________________________              Date:___________  
 
 

Please Fill Out The Following Information: 
 

 
Student’s Full Printed Name:____________________________________________

 
 
Grade:__________ School: ____________________ Instrument:______________

 
 
Student Email:_________________________________________________

 
 
Parent Email:__________________________________________________

 
 
Parent Phone Number(s): ________________________________________
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