
A	PARENT’S	GUIDE	TO	PURCHASING	A	BEGINNING	BAND	INSTRUMENT		
Brownell	&	Solarsano	Middle	School	Bands	

	
If	you	have	never	purchased	a	band	instrument	before,	the	whole	process	can	be	quite	confusing	and	intimidating,	particularly	if	you	
have	 never	 even	 played	 a	 band	 instrument	 before.	 	 Instrument	 features,	 terminology,	 cost,	 and	 brands	 that	 are	 familiar	 only	 to	
musicians,	are	just	some	of	the	factors	that	contribute	to	the	anxiety	that	many	new	buyers	feel.	If	you	factor	in	a	music	store—a	
place	where	many	parents	have	never	been,	an	item	that	they	know	little	about,	and	a	salesperson	they	know	even	less	about,	the	
whole	 thing	 can	 be	 quite	 overwhelming.	 	 If	 you	 are	 planning	 to	 purchase	 or	 rent	 a	 flute,	 clarinet,	 trumpet,	 trombone,	 or	
baritone/euphonium	for	your	6th	grade	child,	you	should	find	the	following	information	helpful.	If	you	need	to	purchase	or	rent	some	
other	instrument	for	your	7-12th	grade	child,	please	contact	one	of	the	band	directors	for	additional	information.	
	

General	Information	On	Musical	Instruments:	
	

Band	instruments	are	marketed	in	three	types	depending	on	the	age	and	ability	level	of	the	student:	(1)	Beginner,	(2)	Intermediate,	
and(3)	Professional.	Most	so-called	“intermediate”	grade	instruments	are	actually	“beginner”	 instruments	with	only	a	few	modest	
cosmetic	 improvements	such	as	better	cases	or	silver-plating.	None	of	 these	 improvements	really	add	much	to	the	actual	playing	
sound	of	the	instrument,	but	do	add	to	the	cost.	Examples	of	truly	“intermediate”	quality	improvements	(worth	paying	more	money	
for)	generally	relate	to	woodwind	instruments.		These	include	features	such	as	a	solid	silver	head	joint	for	a	flute	or	clarinets	with	a	
body	made	 of	 grenadilla	wood	 rather	 than	 plastic/synthetic	material.	 	 Beginner/Intermediate	 instruments	 are	 recommended	 for	
students	 in	middle	 school	 and	early	 high	 school.	 	 As	 the	 student	 advances	 in	 high	 school,	 they	will	 generally	want	 to	 invest	 in	 a	
professional-level	instrument	to	meet	the	needs	of	their	higher	skill-level.		These	are	the	instruments	that	will	allow	students	to	play	
at	 a	 collegiate	 level	 and	are	a	worthy	 investment	as	 students	prepare	 to	 submit	 college	applications	and	prepare	 for	 scholarship	
auditions	(even	those	who	do	not	plan	to	major	in	music).	
	

Strongly	Recommended	Brands/Models	
	

The	 following	 band	 instrument	 brands	 and	 models	 are	 the	 instruments	 that	 we	 personally	 recommend	 to	 our	 middle	 school	
students,	to	ensure	their	greatest	level	of	enjoyment	and	success	in	band.	These	will	also	be	the	most	durable,	cost-effective	(in	the	
long-run),	 and	 easily	 repaired,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 models	 that	 maintain	 the	 highest	 re-sell	 value.	 	 Only	 beginner	 and	 intermediate	
instrument	 brands	 appear	 here.	 (A	 list	 that	would	 include	 professional	 instruments	would	 include	 additional	 brand	 names.)	 The	
brands	listed	below	have	been	tried	and	proven	in	many	successful	band	programs,	and	are	recommended	by	the	majority	of	the	
strongest	band	programs	across	 the	United	States.	 	Also	 included	 is	 the	 recommended	mouthpiece	 set-up,	 the	estimated	cost	of	
renting	or	making	payments	on	the	instrument,	and	the	student’s	best	options	should	they	choose	to	switch	to	a	“color”	instrument	
after	completing	6th	grade	band.			
	
FLUTES:		

o Strongly	Recommended	Models:	Yamaha	222,	Yamaha	262,	Yamaha	362	
o Estimated	Monthly	Rental	or	Purchase	Payment:	$25-$40		
o Switch	Over	Options	in	7th	Grade:	Oboe,	Bassoon,	Percussion	
o Other	Quality	USED	Beginner	Brands:	Yamaha,	Gemeinhardt,	Pearl,	Armstrong,	Buffet,	Haynes	Amadeus,	Jupiter,	Powell	Sonaré,	Pearl,	Trevor	

James,	Blessing,	Selmer,	Bundy	II.		
CLARINETS:	

o Strongly	Recommended	Models:	Yamaha	200AD,	Yamaha	250/255,	Buffet	B10,	Buffet	B12	
o Mouthpiece:	Vandoren	5RV	Lyre	Mouthpiece	
o Ligature:	Bonade	Inverted	Ligature	
o Reeds:	Vandoren	Blue	Box	(Beginners	should	start	at	strength	2.5)	
o Estimated	Monthly	Rental	or	Purchase	Payment:	$25-$40		
o Switch	Over	Options	in	7th	Grade:	Saxophone,	Oboe,	Bassoon,	Percussion	
o Other	Quality	USED	Beginner	Brands:	Yamaha,	Buffet,	Leblanc,	Noblet,	Normandy,	Vito,	Selmer,	Bundy	II.	

TRUMPETS:	
o Strongly	Recommended	Models:	Yamaha	2330,	Bach	TR200,	Bach	TR300		
o Mouthpiece:	Vincent	Bach	7C	or	Yamaha	7C	
o Estimated	Monthly	Rental	or	Purchase	Payment:	$25-$40		
o Switch	Over	Options	in	7th	Grade:	French	Horn,	Percussion	
o Other	Quality	USED	Beginner	Brands:	Yamaha,	Bach,	Conn,	Getzen,	Besson,	King,	Blessing,	Holton,	Jupiter,	Kanstul	

TROMBONES:	
o Strongly	Recommended	Models:	Any	Bach	or	Yamaha	Model	
o Mouthpiece:	Vincent	Bach	6	½	AL	or	Yamaha	6	½	AL	 	
o Estimated	Monthly	Rental	or	Purchase	Payment:	$40	or	less	
o Switch	Over	Options	in	7th	Grade:	Tuba,	Euphonium,	Baritone,	Percussion	
o Other	Quality	USED	Beginner	Brands:	Yamaha,	Bach,	Conn,	Getzen,	Blessing,	King,	Holton,	Jupiter	



	
Buying	Or	Renting	An	Instrument	

	
Most	music	stores	have	a	variety	of	instrument	rental	plans	and	buyer	options,	that	include	rental	and	“rent-to-own”	plans,	where	
the	amount	paid	 in	monthly	accumulates	and	eventually	the	instrument	becomes	the	property	of	the	student.	Some	music	stores	
will	apply	the	entire	amount	paid	on	your	child’s	first	instrument	to	a	more	advanced	intermediate	or	professional	instrument	when	
they	 are	 ready	 step-up.	 To	 ensure	 that	 you	 get	 the	most	 for	 your	money	 and	 your	 child	 has	 the	 best	 experience	 possible,	 it	 is	
important	that	one	of	the	directors	inspect	any	used	instrument,	or	any	new	instrument	not	found	in	the	brands	listed	above.	Any	
instrument,	new	or	used,	whether	it	is	purchased	from	a	music	store,	online,	or	from	an	individual,	should	be	purchased	with	the	
clear	understanding	that	it	may	be	returned,	if	found	unsatisfactory.		Do	not	purchase	an	instrument	without	a	return	policy	unless	
you	are	100%	sure	you	are	buying	a	quality	product	that	your	child	will	be	able	to	use	in	band.		We	are	happy	to	help	guide	you	if	
you	are	unsure.		
	

Important	Information	On	“Off-Brand”	And	Poor-Quality	Instruments:	
(This	includes	any	beginner	instrument	brand	imported	from	Asia	that	is	NOT	included	on	the	recommended	lists	above)	

	
In	 the	 last	 10-15	 years,	 many	 online	 and	 in-person	 retailers	 (including	 music	 stores,	 Amazon	 sellers,	 eBay	 sellers,	 and	 big-box	
department	stores)	have	begun	selling	extremely	low-quality	instruments.		Most	(almost	all)	of	these	are	imported	from	Asia	and	are	
non-functional	after	a	few	months	of	playing.	These	brands	generally	also	do	not	have	a	service	department,	therefore,	are	not	in	a	
position	to	service	or	provide	parts	for	what	they	sell.		Replacement/repair	parts	for	these	instruments	are	almost	non-existent	and	
the	 quality	 of	 the	 materials	 used	 in	 their	 construction	 is	 highly	 suspect.	 Manufacturing	 techniques	 used	 to	 produce	 these	
inexpensive	imports	are	far	behind	those	of	the	companies	that	manufacture	the	recommended	brands	listed	above.		Some	of	these	
instruments	 can	 even	present	 a	 safety	 concern	 for	 students	 because	of	 their	 tendency	 to	 shatter,	 cause	 chemical	 reactions	with	
students’	skin/natural	oils,	and	the	possibility	of	low-quality	needle	springs	popping	off	(which	often	rust	within	weeks	of	use).	
	
It	has	been	consistently	observed	by	successful	band	directors	across	the	country	that	students	find	these	poor-quality	instruments	
harder	to	play,	nearly	impossible	to	play	in-tune,	and	severely	lacking	in	durability.	Sadly,	often	the	end	result	of	purchasing	these	
instruments	 is	 the	 student	 quitting	 band,	 out	 of	 frustration.	 	 For	 this	 reason,	 the	 overwhelming	 majority	 of	 music	 teachers	
STRONGLY	 recommend	 against	 these	 instruments.	 The	 phrase	 “you	 get	what	 you	 pay	 for”	 is	 extremely	 true	 concerning	musical	
instruments.	An	instrument	being	new	is	absolutely	no	guarantee	that	it	will	play	well	-	In	fact,	many	low-quality	imports	are	already	
broken/non-functional	 when	 they	 are	 purchased	 and	 students	 do	 not	 realize	 it	 because	 they	 are	 beginners.	 A	 used	 quality	
instrument	will	always	be	a	better	option	than	a	brand	new	instrument	of	low	quality.			
	
Please	do	not	misunderstand	 -	This	 is	not	an	 indictment	on	all	 imported	musical	 instruments.	Many	of	 the	world’s	 finest	musical	
instruments	are	imported,	including	some	that	are	our	list	of	recommended	brands	(Yamaha	being	our	top	recommendation).	The	
difference	 is	 that	 these	 recommended	 companies,	 Yamaha	 in	 particular,	 adhere	 to	 very	 high	 industry	 standards	 and	 produce	
instruments	that	are	functional,	durable,	re-sellable,	and	above	all,	repairable.		This	ensures	that	your	student	is	successful	and	your	
investment	remains	intact.	
	

Our	Necessary	Policy	On	Extremely	Low-Quality	Instruments	–	For	The	Well-Being	And	Success	Of	Our	Students	
	

Finally	 –	 It	 is	 important	 that	 parents	 know	 that,	 to	 ensure	 the	 success	 and	 safety	 of	 the	 entire	 band	 class,	 these	 low-quality	
instruments	WILL	NOT	BE	ALLOWED	TO	BE	USED	IN	OUR	BAND	PROGRAMS.		This	is	primarily	because	they	cause	rehearsals	to	slow,	
stop,	and	become	unproductive	every	time	they	break	or	fail	to	play.		When	an	instrument	becomes	non-functional,	we	must	take	
class	time	to	stop	and	assess	the	issue	while	the	rest	of	the	class	(often	over	50	students)	sits	and	waits.		It	is	the	only	way	we	can	
discover	if	the	issue	lies	with	the	student	themselves	or	their	instrument.		In	a	short,	45-minute	band	period,	this	can	quickly	derail	
an	 entire	 lesson.	 	 Additionally,	 these	 instruments	 simply	 do	 not	 play	 in-tune,	 no	matter	 how	 skilled	 the	 player	 is.	 This	makes	 it	
impossible	 for	us	 to	adequately	 teach	concepts	 like	 tonal	 center,	ensemble	pitch,	blend,	balance,	and	 intonation	–	all	part	of	 the	
curriculum	and	 state	 standards	by	which	we	and	our	 students	 are	 assessed.	 	 The	 issues	with	 these	 instruments	ultimately	 affect	
instructional	and	rehearsal	 time,	as	well	as	enjoyment	 for	ALL	students	 in	 the	class.	 	This	 time	could	be	better	used	teaching	and	
making	music!			
	
If	a	student	brings	an	extremely	low-quality	instrument	(as	determined	by	the	directors)	to	class,	even	a	brand	new	one,	they	will	
simply	be	asked	to	leave	it	at	home	and	play	on	a	more	functional	(although	very,	very	used)	district-owned	instrument	instead.	
	


